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The Tarrant Regional Water District is a major water supplier in the Metroplex area. 
 
It has an approach to water conservation and management that borders on religious 
fervor. 
 
No doubt the droughts of ’06 and 2011 helped fuel that fervor. 
 
And to capitalize on this fervor, district officials and their primary customers initiated an 
aggressive educational program to promote water conservation. Much to their delight, 
the residents took the information to heart and now are true believers. 
 
Twice per week only for watering lawns — daily water demand during the height of the 
2011 drought was reduced by 8 percent. And for an area the size of the Metroplex, that 
is a sizable water conservation achievement. 
 
The success of this program has caused it to be made a permanent feature of the water 
conservation plan of the district and its primary customers. 
 
I spoke with Chad Lorance, communication manager for the Tarrant Regional Water 
District, about the water conservation programs. He provided me with data used in a 
presentation to a coalition group of Metroplex elected officials, the Council of Mayors, 
on April 2. 
 
The data show the impressive gains made in water management that have occurred 
because the residents accepted the program was needed. 
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A further step proposed for consideration to the mayors’ council was an ordinance for 
adoption by their individual cities: Watering lawns two days per week and not between 
the hours of 10 a.m. This action would show these cities are good stewards of their 
water resources. 
 
District officials are halfway there already — their residents accept watering lawns only 
twice a week. The residents have bought into this concept because they can see 
tangible results, higher water levels in the reservoirs in the Metroplex area. 
 
History shows most successful promotional campaigns have a logo or character that 
represents the concept like Smokey Bear: “Only you can prevent.” 
 
Given the success of that whisperer who works with horses and a whisperer for the likes 
of my dog Brigid, the Tarrant District folks created themselves one, The Lawn 
Whisperer, “Only you can conserve.” 
 
His friendly face, along with a bunch of his water saving tips, can be seen at 
savetarrantwater.com/default.aspx. 
 
After our great drought of the ’50s, the state of Texas undertook a monumental amount 
of reservoir construction. This was to ensure we never got caught wanting for water 
ever again. 
 
That undertaking completed, we relaxed. 
 
Then we received that water wake-up call during the summer of 2011. 
 
And so now, like some well-known person (whose name I don’t remember) once said, 
“Everybody talks about the weather but no one does anything about it.” 
 
Now it is water. Everywhere you look — newspapers, magazines, TV and even in 
campaign speeches — they are talking about water. 
 
Hopefully, this will result in action, not just talk. 
 
But the underlying action that has to be taken is by individuals. 
 
“We, in Texas, have to embrace and adopt a new ethic in regards to management of 
our water resources,” Lorance said. 
 
“Conservation is the cheapest, most beneficial way to add to our water supplies.” 
 
Therefore, the responsibility for making this happen is ours: “Only you can” — believe it. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 



to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


